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ee eto A ican’ 
From the Christian Messenger. 
SCRIPTURE EXPLANATION, 
Explanation of Matt. 10,14 15 and parallel terts. 
‘And whosoever shali not receive you nor hear your 
words, when ye depart out of that house or city, shake 
. off the dust of your feet.. Verily I say unto you, it shall 
be more tolerable forthe land of Sodom and Gomorrah 
ia the day of judgment, than for that city.’ 
Matthew. x, 14, 15. 
Considering the doctrines which have prevai- 
led in christendom, it is by no means surptising 
that this text has been commonly: understood 
to refer to aday of Judgment in. the immortal 
world. The future tense ofthe verb, shall be, 
seems to favor such au application, when con- 
sidered in Connexton with some of the most stri- 
king circumstances of the subject. When our 
Saviour spoke these words, Sodom and Gomer- 
rah had for ages ceased to exist in the world; 
and still he said ‘it shall be more tolerable for’ 
them in the day of judgment, than for the cit- 
ies which should not receive his disciples, nor 
hear their words, Accordingly, it is contended, 
‘the Judgment here mentioned must be in the 


future world, where alone Sodom and Gomor- 
rah, long since perished, could then be arraign- 
ed. Such has been the almost.unanimous con- 
efasiofi of those who already admitted the daoc- 
trine itself, especially among .the common class 


of readers. 


But general as thisconsent has been, some of 
their most judicious commentators and some of 
their best critics in the original languages, -have 
been convinced, ageinst their prejudices, that 
the text ought to be applied otherwise. This 
will appear from the quotations which we are 


about to adduce from Dr. Hammon, Bisho 


Pearce, Dr. Seiler, Gilbert Wakefield, and Dr. 
A. Clarke. Dr. Hammon was of the church of 
England; and though his works are now super- 
seded in a great measure by others, they still 
hold a rank among standard authorities. _Bish- 
ep Pearce, also of that church, was perhaps the 
soundest critic it has produced. He was the 
intimate friend of Sir Isaac Newton, and one of 
the first scholars of his age in ancient literature. 
profane aswell as sacred. Dr. Seiler was a 
standard German critic, and author of a com- 
mentary onthe New Testament. Gilbert Wake- 
field was an English Unitarian celebrated for his 
extensive knowledge of the Greek language, 
and well known by his translation of the New 
Testament. Dr. A Clark, lately deceased, was 
in point of Biblical literature, the most eminent 
writer of which the Methodist church could eyv- 
er boast. We now lay before the reader their 
exposition of the latter part of the text. 

Dr. Hammon expresses its meaning infthe fol- 
towing paraphrase: ‘I assure you, the ..pumsh- 
ment or destruction that will light upon that city, 
shall be such that the destruction of Sodom will 
appear to be more tolerable thanthat.’ He then 
refers to what he had saidin another place on 

‘the phrase, kingdom of God, where he thus quo- 
~ted and explained the text: ‘Verily I say unto 
you it shall be more tolerable for Sodom in that 
May (i.e. notinthe day of judgment te come, 





for that belongs to each particular. person, not 
whole cities together, but) in that day of the king- 
dom of God, than for that refractory city. God's 
dealing with Sodom in the day of their destruc- 
tion with fire and brimstone, shall be acknowl- 
edged to have been more supportable, than his 
dealing with such contumacious impenitent cities 
of Judea.’ —Paraphrase on Matt. x, 15, and\An- 
notations en Matt. iii, 2. ' 
Bishop Pearce says, ‘In the day of judgutent: 
i.e. in the day of the destruction of the Jew- 
ish state, called the coming of the son of man, 
verse 23.’ He adds, in a Note, ‘The sense 
of this verse seems to be this: that which for- 
merly befel Sodom and Gomorrah, was more 
tolerable than what shall befall this city. That 
the day of judgment, here mentioned, is to be 
thus understood, appears from what is said coa- 








serning Capernaum, in chap. xi, 23, compared 
with verse 22 and 24, of thesame chapter. Univ. 
Hist. v.iv. p. 210.\—Commentary and Note on 
Matt. x. 15. ‘ 
Dr. Seiten says, ‘Perhaps in this passage 
Jesus had a view to the terrible events which 
were coming on those cities and their inhabijants 
in the’ approaching war, and which. were such 
as the people were then accustomed to regard 
as"divine judgments.’ He indeed thinks it also 
possible that Christ may have referred to a jadg- 
mont in the: next -world.—Seiler’s New Tista- 
ment, zu Matt. x, 15. - 
Waxeriz.p translates the textthus: ‘Verily 
I say unto you, it will be more tolerable forthe 


land of Sodom and Gomorrah in a day of yudg- 
ment, than for,’ &c. Andhe adds thie Ne 


Such is the judgment of these authors, whom 
none will suspect of any parial bias in favor of 
the application to a time of temporal calamity, 
since all their prejudices ofa general kind would 
have naturally disposed them to the contrary. 
Of course, we conclude, that intimately acquain- 
ted as most of them were with the character -of 
Scripture language, and in particular with that 
of the New Testament Greek, they did not dis- 
cover, in the future tense of the verb, any objeo 
tion of moment against their interpretation. We 
must indeed, confess that, sofaras our knowk 
edge extends, no example can be adduced that 
is altogether parallel with the anomaly sup- 
posed to be found in this case, but every bedy 
who has read the original, knows that the tenses 
arejnot there used with the same precision as in 
our own language at the present day, and that 
instances eften occur which can be reduced to 
no fixed rule either of grammar or rhetoric. 
Even the mere English reader of the Bible must 
have observed that, in strong expressions, the 
verbs as wellas the other parts of speech. fre- 
quently assume a license, equally irregular, if 
not precisely the sameinform. ‘I bus, the proph- 
et Ezekiel says to Jerusalem, ‘thine elder sister 
Samaria, she and her daughters, that dwell at 
thy left hand:’ though this meaning was, not 
that they dwelt there at that time, but that they 
had dwelt there ; since it appears from -what the 
prophet afterwards said,that they were then cam 
ried away into captivity. ‘And thy younger sis 
ter,” adds he, ‘that dwelleth at thy right hand, is 


Sodom and her daughters;’* though it is well 


known that Sodom and her daughters had not 





‘eth hemera kriseos, ina day of vengeance, tf 
ment, or trial. Thisis undoubtedly the genuine 
sense of the phrase, which has not the least ref- 


erence to the day of judgment. All that our Sa- 
viour intends to say is, that when the temporal 


calamities of that place come upon it, they will 
be more severe than even these of Sodom and 
Gomorrah. See the phrase employed in pre- 
cisely the: same meaning, by the L. -in Prov. 
vi, 34, where, instead of friseos, Aquilla and 
Theodution have ekdikeseos : Isa. xxxiv, 8, and 
my commentary on this place. Our Saviour, | 
apprehend, had Jerusalem prineipally in riew 
in this declaration.— }Vakefteld’s New Testoment 
Matt. x. 15, and note in laco. 

Dr. A. Crarke says, ‘In the day of judgment : 
or, punishment kriseos. Perhaps not meaning the 
day of the destruction of the Jewish state by the 
Romans; but aday in which God should iend 
punishment on that particular city, oron that 
petson,for their crimes. Sothe day of judgnent 
of Sodom and Gomorrah was the time in which 
the Lord destroyed them by fire and brimstone 
frown the Lord out of heaven.” Commentara on 
the New Testament on Matt. x, 15. 

To the foregoing we may add the Uniterian 
authors of the ‘Improved Version’ of the New 
Testament, and Mr. Kenrick, a Unitarian com- 
mentator, all believers in the common doe- 
trine of a day of future judgment. The former 
translate the text, after Wakefield’s manner, thus, 
‘Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolera- 
ble for the land of Sodom and Gemorrah, in a 
day of judgment, than for that.city.” And the 
latter is inclined to refer this and the parallel 
passages to the destruction of the Jewish state. 
— Improved version, &c. on Matt. x, 15. FKen- 
rick’s Commentary onthe New Testament, on Matt. 
x, 15, compared with x1, 22, 24.* 





“Poole, in this. Synopsis-Criticorum in Matt, x, 15, re- 
fers.te Piscator also, as applying the text te the time of 


dwelt there, forages. Other instances might he 
alleged of as great a latitude in the use of tenses 
as the authors just quoted have implicity attribu- 
ted to the text under consideration. 


In order-to prevent as far as possible, our in- 


terpretation from being affected by prejudices 
derived from our own doctrine, we shall exam 
ine the text independently of the leading ques 
tion, whether the Scriptures teach a day of judg 
ment in the future state. Let the only inquiry 
be, Whatis the most natural meaning of this 


une passage in particular, and ofits parallel pas 


sages’? Now, it should not be overlooked, that 
our Saviour here speaks of the land of Sodom 
and Gomorrah : ‘it shall be more tolerate’ for 
the land of Sodom and Gomorrah ;’ an expres 
sion plainly referring to their earthly and polit> 
cal existence. Had he meant to allude to them 
as a class of individuals in the world of spirits, 
-would it not be absurd rather than natural or stri- 
king, to call them the land of Sodom and Go 
morrah? We do not ask whether it is possible 
that he could use this form for that purpose: 
the proper question is, would it be likely thus 
to oecur to any speaker either as a simple of as 
a customary phraseology, or even in the way ef 
strong.and vehement diction ? If not, we ought 
by no means so to apply it, without apparent ne 


*Ezek. xvi, 446—59. Perhaps the nearest approach te 
2 parallel phrase is to be found ia our Saviour’s solema 
protestation concerning his prephecy of the fall of Jera- 
salem, ‘Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words 
shall not pass away ; of which, itis now generally agreed, 
the meaning was, It is easier for heaven and earth te 
pass away, than for my words to pass away. (Matt 
xxiv, 36; Mark xiii, 31; Luke xxii, 16.) Here, asim 
the case of the text in question, the object manifestly ip 
to express a comparisonin the most striking manner. 





the destruction ofJerusalem. In this regular commen” 
tary on Matt. however, Piscator refers it to a fut 
judgment. People may have alluded to someof his ef 





er works. Piscator was an orthodox commentater, amda 
Professer ef Theology at Strasburg. 
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Watchman, Repository and Chronicle. 

















eessity. Tous there appears avery impressive 
figure in the transfer of the tense, representing 
the judgments on both the ancient and the exis- 
ting cities as inflicted at the same time, and thus 
rendering the comparison the more vivid, and 
the contrast the more striking. But what pro- 
priety or force there would be in carrying the 
land of Sodom into the future world, we cannot 
conceive. Again; we must observe that the lit- 
eral translation of the next phrase, is, not ‘the day 
of judgment,’ as it stands in our common version, 
but ‘a day of judgment, meaning in whatsoever 
time in which God should see fit to administer 
retribution to that city: ‘It shall be more toler- 


able for the land of Sodom and Gemorrah, in a 


day of judgment, than for that city; and so ought 
the parallel texts to be translated. Of course the 
allusion here is not intended to point out in a di- 
rect manner any one fixed and definite period, 
such as the last and gencral judgment is supposed 
to be; and to recognize the fact, ina general 
way, thata time of recompense would come. And 
this time seems left to be more particulariy de- 
fined by the succeeding context, in which Christ 
assures his disciples, that notwithstandiag all the 
persecutions and dangersthey were to encounter, 
he that should ‘endure to the end,’ would be 
saved. ‘Verily I say unto you,’ adds he, ‘ye 
shall not have gone over the cities of Israel, tll 
the Son of man be come.’+ The ‘end’ here men- 
tioned, and this coming of the Son of man, were, 
without question, events then near at hand, and 


wrought in them, which were done in Chorazin, 
Bethsaida and Capernaum. Since these cities, 
therefore, continued still impenitent, they would 
whenever their time of retribution should arrive, 
be visited with a more intolerable judgment, than 
that of the former. And the general character 
of this judgment is plainly enough intimated: 
Capernaum, which was highly exalted, should 
fall to the very depths of desolation; as we find 
it actually did, prebably in the approaching Jew- 
ish war, so that even its site cannot be now as- 
certained. If, then, those explicit ideas that 
form the chief links in the chain of thought which 
runs through this passage, may be allowed to aid 
in the explanation of the more doubtful phrase, 
all will be clear. 

The remaining text isin the tenth chapter of 
St. Luke’s Gospel; and it deserves the more 
careful notice, since it is evidently but a repeti- 





tion béth of the passage just quotéd from St. 
) Matthew, and of that which stands at the head 
(of this article. ‘But in whatsoever city ye enter 
‘and they receive you not, go your ways out into 
| the streets of the same, and sav, Even the very 
| dust of your city which cleaveth on us, we do 
| wipe off against you. Notwithstanding, be ye 
}sure of this, that the kingdom of God is come 
jnigh unto you. But i say unto you, that it shall 
}be more tolerable, in that day, for Sodom than 
| far that city, Woe unto thee, Chorazin ! woeun- 
\to thee Bethsaida ! for if themighty works had 
been done in Tyre and Sidon which have been 


prob»bly those connected with the destruction of |done in you. they had a great while ago repented, 
) ) ; 


the Jewish state. 

The interpretation suggested by the foregoing 
considerations, will be confirmed. if we now pro- 
ceed to examine the parallel passages. The text 
on which we have thus far remarked, is quoted 
from St. Matthew’s record of Christ’s address to 
his twelve disciples, on first sending him ford to 
preach and to work miracles. St. mark records, 
though much more briefly, the :ame address ; 
and here we find in the common copies o! bis 
gospel, the same ex ression almost verbatim ; 
‘Verily I say unto you, It shal] be more tolerable 
for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment 
[literally, in a day of judgment,] than for that 
city." But the-e words are said to be spurious, 
and to have been interpolated in this place from 
the corresponding pissage in St. Matthew.§ We 
therefore pass them by. Only two other texts 
are found, that cun-be considered parallel, 

One is in the eleventh chapter of St. Matthew's 
gospel: ‘Then began he [Christ,] to upbraid 
the cities wherein most of his mighty works were 
done, because they repented not. Woe unto thee, 
Chorazin ! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the 
mighty works which were done in you, had been 
done in Tyre and Sidon,they would have repented 
Tong agein sackcloth & ashes. But [ say unto you, 
it shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at 


the day of judgment [litrally, in a day of judg- | 


ment,] than for you. And thou Capernaum, 
which are exalted unto heaven, shall be brought 
down to hell, [literally to the place of the dead 3] 
for if the mighty works which have been done in 
thee had been done in Sodom, it would have re- 
mained unto this day. But | saz unto you, It 
shall be more tulerable for the land of Sodom in 
the day of judgment [/iterally, in a day of judg- 
ment] than for thee.’|| 

Here it is manifest that all the assertions (ex- 
cepting, for the argument’s sake, the particular 
phrase in question,) related to temporal concerns 
and circumstances. The address was made to 
cities rather than to individuals. Tyre, Sidon 
aad even Sodom would have repented and re- 
mained unto that day, (such would have been 
the consequences,) had the mighty works been 





*The article is omitted in the Greek text. Bishop 
Middleton, who wrote a large and celebrated treatise to 
illustfate the usage of the Greek article, tacitly admits 
that according to all the established rules it ought to have 
been found here in the original, ifthe reference was to 
the last and general judgment ; though: he still contends, 
on other grounds, that this must have been the judgment 
alluded to.—Doctrine of the Greek Article, Pi. ti. on 
Matt. x, 15. 

+Matt. x, 22, 23, compared with verses 15—22. 

tMark vi. 11. 

§Griesbach rejects them, and stamps them with his 
strongest mark of a spurious leading. See his New Tes- 
tament in loco. 


jsittng im sackcloth and ashes, But it sWAll be 
hmore tolereble for Tyre and Sidon at [in,] the 
judgment than for you. And thou, Capernaum, 
jwhich art exalted unto heaven, shalt be threst 
| down to hell [literally, tothe place of the dead.’*] 
The -ame remarks that were made on the pre- 
ceeding passage, might be applied also to this 
Aad, in addition, it should be observed that what 
lis ealied ‘a day of judgment,’ in the leading text 
| of this article, is here called ‘that day,’ referring 
| Apparently to the time of ‘the kingdom of God,’ 
\wentioned just before as having already ‘come 
nigh.’ "This day of the kingdom of God was prob- 
j ably the period in whieh the Jewish state was to 
| by desteoyed,t certainly it was a time which had 
jaready ‘come nigh,’ and which, therefore, can- 
wet still be future. 

Thus if we mistake not, all the circumstances 
pof the case—the context of the passage, the gen- 
eral tenor of the passage itself, the parallel texts 
and all the phraseology, except the future tense 
lofthe verb—cvincide in favor of a reference to 
ithe temporal calamities then approaching... The 
reader will judge whether the tense-alone affords 
sufficient ground for setting aside all these con- 
siderations; or whether it may not be more prop- 
ey regarded ag an impressive figure, in a ve- 
jhement and eliptical seatence. HW. B. 2d. 
Matt. xi. 20—24. 











t *Luke x, 10—15. ; ’ 

} See Art. i. § 2, of the Univ. Expositor, vol. i. 

MR. LE FEVRE’S VIEWS. 

ON THE PRESENT AND FUTURE DESTINY OF THE HU- 
MAN RACE. 

Messrs. Editors—i proceed to set before your 
readers such exposition of Mr. Le Fevre’s views 
onthe present and future condition of man as I 
have been enabled to make from his public ad- 
mnistrations of the word. 

He considers man a finile being, possessing in 
hinself no immortal part. While in common 
with other animals he exercises the same bodily 
functions, he is distinguished above all others 
and elevated to a higher scale of being, by the 
possession of reason and intellectual powers of 
mind. His moral character is the result of edu- 
caticn, and is not an innate principle. When 
he comes into the world, his mind is unsullied 
asa sheet of white paper, without a single im- 
pression as to what is good or what is evil, and 
consequently capable of receiving good impres- 
bion or of being stained with blots. ‘That man is 
born a totally depraved being, is contrary to fact 
and it is no less opposed to the language of scrip- 
ture, which represents God as pronouncing his 
works in the creation of man ‘very good.’ The 
reason of man’s being a transgressor in this state 
gyre’: Se Ese Me: OP ‘*> state of ! 
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example, a man is guilty of tueft, becausé*he 
hopes by increasing bis store to augment his 
comfort and happiness; in the same manner 
whatever moral law is violated, that violation a- 
rises from the peculiar situation in which man ig 
placed. His sins, like himself, are of a mundane 
orearthly character. Man dies, and with him 
die all those temptations which have led him a- 
stray from the path of duty, and constituted him 
while here a wicked man. When he 1s raised 
from the state of death, he will be raised, immor- 
tal and incorruptible. — If the sentiment is admit- 
ted that man experiences no change after death, 
but that his mortal character is hereafter, pre- 
cisely what it is here, that the next state of @x- 
istefiee will be but little different from the pres- 
efit—it will be a frail impertect and sinful state 
for @xperience shows that the best men have 
their failings. Butifthe next state of being is 
of a spiritual and heavenly character, there must 
be a wonderful change, ard we are authorized 
from scripture to believe that it will be univer- 
sal. He does not therefore believe in wicked 
men of any kind or in any degree going to heav- 
en, because he does not believe that man in his 
resurrection state, carries any sin with him.” 

Wiih respect to punishment he believes that 
every known violation of wuty produces misery as 
its result, and that in proportion <o the moral 
sense of duty, so much the severer will the pun- 
ishment be. But he does not believe in an in- 
finitely enduring state of toyture as a just inflic- 
tion of punishment, Any punishment which does 
not bear in proportion to the offence is unjust ; 
and any which has not for its object the reforma- 
tion of the offender is cruel. The crimes of men 
are to be meassred by the knowledge which 
they possess ot good and evil, and the same pun- 
ishment which it would be just to inflict ona 
mau of mental capacities, it would be unjust to 
inflict «pon a fool. If the man’s knowledge is 
limited, so also is his guilt, and where then would 
be the justice in inflicting an infinite punishment 
for a finite crime. 

Mr. L. does not believe in the eemmon doc- 
(rine of the immortality of the soul.—He soys 
there is no evidence of man possessing any 
thing about him immortal, He does not consid- 
er the mind to possess the attribute of immortal- 
ity ; because like the body, it may be destroyed 
by accident; a severe sickness, or a blow on the 
head affeeting the brain, ,may destroy the bright- 
est intellect and reduce the greatest genius to a 
level with the brute creation, as far as intellect 
or mental power is concerned ; aud such instan- 
ces are not of rare occurrence. From these con- 
siderations he contends that we are irresistibly 
led to believe that mind Cepends on organization, 
and when this is deranged the mental capacity is 
destroyed; consequently in the aricle of death, 
we should say the mind perishes with the body. 
The future state of man, he considers, based on 
the resurrection, and that state will, according to 
the apostle, be glorious for all. 

He does not believe in what is called a ddy of 
judgment alter death. Every day in which the 
sinner reaps the rewords of his own doings, is a 
day of judgment.—* ‘a Lere is a God that judg- 
eth in the earth and before his tribunal we all 
stand—he sitteth on his judgment seat every day 
—He allows that a day of judgment is spoken of 
in seriptare, but not after death. It had refer- 
ence to the awful calamities which were coming 
upon the Jewish people aud is spoken of as an e- 
vent near at hand. 

The present state of being, he contends is a 
state of retribution. Every thing proves it to be 
so. A virtuous life will produce peace of mind, 
and a wicked one will involve the* transgressor 
in misery. ‘The scriptures are very explicit on 
this subject. ‘The ways of wisdom are ways of 
pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. In 
keeping of the commandments there is life and 
peace. Great peace have they which keep thy 
law.” ft isno less obvious that sin and misery are 
inseparable’companions. “The way of the trans- 
gressor is hard. ‘There is no peace to the wick- 
ed. ‘To be carnally minded, és death.” He does 
not believe that men are probationers here for e- 
ternity. Our good conduct here is not our pass- 
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port to heaven and immortality hereafter ; neith- 
er will our bad conduct here cause us to be 
raised up immortal sinners avd immortal suffer- 
ers. The gift of inimortality is the gift of God 
totally unconnected with our conduct in the flesh. 
Adam, when he was created and the command 
given him, was not considered a probationer tor 
eternity. His punishment was to be on the day 
of his transgression. “In the day that thou ¢at- 
est thereof thou shalt surely die.” His future 
life was to be one of toil and labor. He was to 
earn his living by the sweat of his brow. Was 
not this retribution? and does not the whole ac- 
count show that he was to be rewarded in the 
earth’? If the retribution was not here he should 
have been left in the paradise of Eden and at 
some indefinite period been sent straight-way to 
hell. Why should Cain have been sent forth a 
fugitive and vagabond on the face of the earth if 
this sta'e was not one of retribution. He con- 
tends therefore that, scripture, reason, and ex- 
perience testify to this truth. “The righteous 
shall be recompensed in the earth, much more 


the wicked and the sinner.” Anchor. 
Cs ae de 











Repository & Chronicle. 
WOODSTOCK, SATURDAY, MARCH 23, 1833. 


Four thousand Bavarian troops have been sent to 
Greece, to aid King Otho in the administration of 
his government. 

John Randolph.—This eccentric genius, in one 
of his recent public speeches to his constituents, re- 
marked that the Editor of the Richmond Enquirer 
had seven principles —five loaves, and two fishes! 

The Legislature of New-Hampshire lately passed 
a law, exempting students of te in that state, 
from taxation and military duty, in case they would 
relinquish the right of suffrage. The Students at 
Hanover held a meeting and resolved, that they 
would not relinquish that right on such terms. 


A story has gone the rounds of the papers that a 
Company of U. S. Rangers, near Cantonment Gib- 
son, had heen destroyed by a body of 500 Indians. 
It proves to be a fabrication. 

A Bank has been chartered in the ‘Rerritury of 
Florida, with a capital of $1,000,000!! 

The Boston Globe says that great numbers of 
counterfeit American half dimes are in circulation. 


Imprisonment foe debt.—Maryland has repealed 
her law, abolishing imprisonment for all debts un- 
der thirty dollars. Greatodlibeatisfaction eaists in 
New-York, relating to the law upon that subject, 
passed last year. 


A lot of land in the City of New York, 25 feet by 





-74, was lately sold at auction for $31,500; being o- 


ver $17 per square foot. 

The Legislature of Virginia has appropriated 
$18,000 annually for five years, for colonizing the 
free people of color in that state, at Liberia. 

Baron Krudener, late minister from Russia, near 
our government, has recently returned to the U. S. 
in the same capacity. 

On dits.—It is now said that Mr. M’Lane is go- 
ing into the Department of State—Mr. Woodbury 
into the Treasury—Mr. Forsyth into the Navy De- 
partment—and Mr. Livingston upon a foreign mis- 
sion. 

An extensive Woollen Factory has been destroyed 
by fire, at Oxford, Mass. : - 

The packet ship William Drayton, from New- 
York for Charleston, was wrecked on the 24th ult. 
on the coast of North Carolina. $150,000 in specie 
on board, was saved, with a good part of the cargo, 
in adamaged state. 

The Sugar.—Gov. Hamilton has declined giving 
bonds to secure the duty upon the Sugar he lately 
imported, but required it to be stored inthe Custom- 
house for the present. 

Good Picking.--The claims under the Neapoli- 
tan treaty, are taid to amount to forty five! Toad- 
just these, three Commissioners have been appoint 
ed, at an annual salary of 3000 each, a Secretary at 
2000, and a Clerk at $1,500. 

Uncle Sam, has appropriated $300,000 to build a 
new Custom House in the ‘Commercial Emporeum.’ 

A tough one.—A Louisville paper states, that a 
Mr. Smith of that place. drove up toa grist mill 
leaving an old lady, 84 years old, in the sleigh to 
hold the horse, while he went into the mill. The 
horse commenced backing and in spite of all the old 
lady could do, they were all precipitated down a 
perpendicular fall of more than 40 feet! The horse 
and the old Lady were not in the least injured, but 
the sleigh was dashed to atoms. On some one call- 


ing to the old lady if she was alive, she replied that 
she was, but that she had lost her candles! 


ST 
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InrerestinG Incipent.—The following cu- 
rious fact is reported, by a gentleman from the 
western part of the state. In August last, a 
young gentleman in company with his sister 
and her husband, visited Niagara Falls. While 
rambling round this tremendous scene, where 
the sublime and the terrible predominate over 
all other sentiments, he undertook too seek, in 
a wild spirit of adventure, a near view of the 
cataract, from a position under the Table Rock 
and about half way down the precipice. Dis- 
regarding the remonstrances of his friends, he 
was threading the edge of the cliff, which o- 
verhung the gulf of raging waters, when his 
foot slipped upon the spray wet moss; and he 
fell upon one knee, onthe very brink, He)! 
saved himself, only by cacthing at a large 
shrub.. The roots upon the further side .gave | 
way, and while endeavoring to maintain his 
balance, by seizing hold of the moss and slen- 
der roots, he discovered in a crevice from Which 
he had torn the shrub, eight Spanish dol- 
lars, of an ancient date, whose sleep of ages 
was thus most unceremoniously disturbed. Af- 
ter securing his prize, he extricated himself 
from his most perilous situation, and rejoined 
his friends.. 

Upon this incident, Mr. Fisher has executed 
a painting, including a view of the part of the 
Falls, and taking, very judiciously, the moment | 
when the shrub gives way, and the hidden| 
money is unearthed. Bost. Cour. 


Canine Sagacity.—We have so many won- 
derful stories respecting the sagacity and faith- 
fulness of dogs, that we have sometimes felt 
our credulity taxed to its utmost extent. An| 
instance, however, of canine faithfulness has 
come to our knowledge so well attested, that 
we cheerfully record our testimony in their 
favor. Yesterday, Mr. James Pierce, one of 
the Constables of the city, and one of the Col- 
lectors under the City Treasurer, baving oc- 
casion to go to the south part of the city, had 
transacted some business in Gibbs’ Lane, and | 
on his return had arrived in Broad street.— 
Here, his spaniel slut, Rose, overtook him, and 
raising her head so asto attract his attention, 
he discovered his leather wallet in the faithful 
creature’s mouth. Where he had left it or lost 
it he could not tell, but on openin ».wallet 











affair, in the mouth of the dog, the sum of one 
hundred and eight dollars.— Boston Atlas. 


A Verrran.—An old man, named Joseph 
Maringy, upwards of 70 years of age, was tried 
at the sessions on Tuesday, and found guilty 
of stealing the sum of $87, from the pocket of 
a fellow boarder, during the cholera season.— 
This person was the first criminal sentenced to 
the old penitentary at Bellevue, since which 
the indictments against him for various offences 
are almost innumerable; being a lawyer, how- 
ever, he has managed to evade most of them. 
—WN. Y. Standard. 


The Deacon reclaimed 'y a drunkard—In the 
town ,in the state of- » Deacon— ., 
though he professed to be a good mon, and had 
covenanted todo good, and good only as he had 
opportunity to all men, nevertheless, for the 
sake of money, continued to sell to drunkards, 
and all others who would buy the drunkard’s drink 
ardent spirits. On a certain day a ragyed, filthy 
drunkard came in, with some silver money, to 
exchange it for the Deacon’s worse than useless, 
his delusive, destractive poison. The deacon 
raised up one end of the cask and drew for him 
the liquor, w hich asthe cask was low, was lon- 
ger than usual in running. At last the vessel 
was full. It was emptied in the drunkard’s bot- 
tle ; and the bright silver money received in re- 
turn. The deacon looked at it with much com- 
placency, thinking, no doubt that he had made 
a good bargain, when the drunkard spoke up 
and said, “Deacon what do you think I have 
been thinking about, while you have heen draw- 
ing thatrum.” I donot know said the Deacon, 
what have you? “I have been thinking,” said 
he, “that the devil stood behind you while you 
weie holding up that cask, grinning and laugh- 














for me.’” The Deacon started, looked badly: 


and without delay gave up the traffiic; deter- 
mined that he would be the devil’s deacon no 


longer.—Journal ef Humanity. 


The bill found against Rev. E. K. Avery, by the 


grand jury of Newport, for the murder of Miss 
Cornell, contains three accounts: Ist. for choking 
and strangling—2nd, for strangling and hanging— 
3d. for beating’and choking. 





ive found it safe; incleding,; whete | peed + 








ing, and saying to himself, ‘That is the deacon 











STATE OF VERMONT. 
f PROCLAMATION. 


THE volume of nature declares that there is a God who 


created, upholds and governs all things, whose Almighty 

Hand stretched forth the curtain of the Heavens, spread 

out the earth and causes it to bring forth abundance for 

all his creatures;—but the voluwe of inspiration more 
fully exhibits his perfections and the displays of his good- 
ness. Being thus indebted to God for the gift of life, 
and for the glorious hope of immortality, it behooves us 
to acknowledge his government, and with due reverence 
and submission to look up to Him for a blessing on the 
employment of our minds, and the labor of our hands; 
more especially at that season of the year when we are 
about to prepare the ground, and cast in the seed in the 
hope of a plentiful harvest. Italso becomes us in the 
day of adversity to consider;—and while we feel the 
chastening hand of the Almighty, to humble ourselves in 
his presence under a just sense of sins which have pro- 
voked the Most H1GH to come out in judgement against 
us; caused the pestilence to spread death and distress 
through our land; discord and division to prevail in our 
once happy and peaceful country:—and by fasting and 
prayer, to supplicate His pardoning mercy, beseeching 

him to incline oar hearts to righteousness;—to avert im- . 

pending evils, and restore peace, healthand harmony to 

our State and Nation: 

IN pursuance of a laudable custom of dur venerated 
forefathers, I have therefore thought fit to appoint, and by 
advice of the Council do hereby appoint, Wednesday the 
Tenth Day of April next, tobe observed as a day of 
PUBLIC HUMILIATION, FASTIVG AND 
PRAYER, throughout this State. And f request Munis- 
ters and people of every denomination, to abstain from all 
recreation and unnecessary labor on that day; to assemble 
at their respective places of public worship, and there, with 
one accord and sincere hearts, to confess and jvisake their 
manifold sins and transgressions against God, and humbly 
to implore his pardon; and that he would graciously aid us 
to observe and keep such a fast as shall not be for strife and 
debate, but acceptable to Him,—that we may, insincerity, 
loose the bands of wickedness—rndo the heavy burdens— 
let the oppressed go free—break every yoke—deal out 
bread to the hungry,and clothing to the naked and destitute, 
and turn,every one,from the evil of his ways,and from the vi- 
olence which is in his bands. 

Let us unitedly entreat the God of mercy to remember 
his heritage, and remove his jud stay the fatal 
disexees which have so sorely afflicted us, and say to the 
destroying angel, it is enough—to cause the earth to yield 
her increase as in former years—-to heal our unhappy divis- 
ions, and infuse into the minds of all our citizens a spirit of 
subordination and obedience to the laws, and genuine love 
of country—that he would preserve the Union of these States 
inviolate, and frustrate the evil designs o! those who would 
seek its dissolution. je 

Let us implore the God of grace to bless the President of 
the United States, and all in authority under the general 
government, and impart to them .that wisdoin which is 
neccessary to a faithful discharge of the important daties 
incumbent upon them—that he would preside over the 
councils of the nation at this porientous crisis of our public 
affairs, and so direct their measures as to prcduce peace, 
friendship and mutual, forbearance among ourselves, and 
promote the best interests and highest happiness of all ons 

eople. 

: ae our earnest prayers ascend to God, that hypocrisy, 
infidelity and superstition, may eyery where be done away 
—that pure Religion. may prevail and produce abundantly 
the genuine fruits of ght that mini may be 
faithful in their vocation—that He would attend their 
ministrations with the demonstration of His Spirit, and 
cause the light of life to shine throughout the world. 

‘That he would keep the people of thi: State as in the 
hollow of his hand, and so direct and prosper the adminis- 
tration of its government as te advance the best interests of 
the whol+ community. 

‘That he would bless and promote the means of instruction 
in this widely extended Republic, and infuse into our youth 
a love of learning, virtue and patriotism, so that they may 
be fitted to defend and perpetuate those rights and liberties 
so dearly purchased by the blood and toil of their ances- 
tors. 


Finally, let us pray that He would hasten on the impor- 
tant and long expected era, when HE, who is the desire of 
all people, shall rule and reiga—whew peace and concord 
shall universally prevail in the world— nation shall no more 
rise up against nation, but all shall be more solicitous to aid 
than to destroy each other. 

Given under my hand at Danville, this second day of 
March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirty three, and of the independence of the 
United States the fifty-seventh. 


WILLIAM A. PALMER, 


By His Excellency the Governor, 
Geo. B. Manser, Secretary. 
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Original Communications. 
Fer the Watchman. 
REFLECTIONS. 

How often do we see those around us who set 
out in the world with an alluring prospect be- 
fore them, flattering them onward with bright 
hopes of never varying happiness, anticipating 
fortune’s constant protection. But too often are 
they convinced of the fallacy of such anticipa- 
tions, which were, for the time being, to their 





young and fruitful imaginations as realities. For, : 


When sickness shakes the frame, 
Each darling pleasure flies, 
Phantoms of bliss no more obscure 
Our long deluded eyes. 

During some of the last days in-October, a 
youth, son of Mr. Rufus Durkee, of Canada, left 
the paternal roof on a visit to New-Hampshire. 
He had for some time been wasting away, by 
consumption, and his Physician was aware that 
his case was hopeless. But he was edvised by 
his parents and friends, who did not entirely des- 

ir of his recovery, to journey, in the hope that 
his health might be improved, if not completely 
restored. He was soon in readivess for his de- 
parture. With heart-felt sorrow did he bid a- 
dieu to his beloved home—parents, brothers and 
sisters, and while: the hand was extended, and the 
broken accents.of a farewell faltered on the 
tongue—while the heart was too big for utterance, 
and the tear stood trembling in the eye, his pa- 
rents indulged the fond hope of his return to their 
embrace—that he would once more form a part 
of the once happy circle, where every heart beat 
in unison. Nor did they dream that this happy 
circle was so soon to be broken ; that a link from 
that chain of affection was sven to be severed by 
the iron hand of death. He soon left his afflicted 
friends but not without meditating upoa his un- 
happy condition. He cast a lingering look tow- 
ards the home of his childhood, where his parents 
had watched over him with pleasure from the 
first dawn of his existence. 
depressed with sorrow, and a burden rested heav- 
y on his heart which he could not conceal. The 
season was so emblematical of his approaching 
dissolution, that it often drew a tear from his 
eye, while his bosom heayed with sighs. - The 
face of nature assumed .an .appearance corres- 

onding with the settled melancholy of bis mind. 
t bore a gloomy aspect. - Its beauties had rip- 
ened and fled, and the variegated colors of the 
landscape were fast changing toa deadly hue. 
The feathered songsters, whose netes were for- 
merly pleasing to his ear, and melodious, even 
now seemed desirous to make up the deficiency 
of.nature, by exerting their musical powers, thus 
juyiting him to participate in their joys. Oh, 
thought this youth of twenty, as he was borne a- 
long through these once.scenes of pleasure, my 
heart sickens at the thought of my approaching 
dissolution, and.that [am unable to enjoy the 
high satisfaction .with which I was wont to view 
the works of the Almighty. 


He arrived in Newport, N. H. without any |- 


material alteration in his health, and spent a few 
days with his friends in that place, and went to 
Hanover. After resting a few days from the fa- 
tigue of his journey, he thought himself better, 
and flattered himself that he sheuld again enjoy 
the pleasures of health. How easily excited are 
the hopes of youth, unaccustomed to the disap- 
pointments and ills of life. They view the world’s 
attractions as affording real and substantial hap- 
piness... But.soon these imaginations are sug- 
ceeded by disappointment, and they learn to 
their sorrow, that -their ,anticipations are not 
exchanged for fruition... A flower whose exqui- 
site beauty and fragrance has.power to charm, 
after being plucked, it withers, and dies! We 
mourn its short continuance, and wish it were in 
our, power to replace it on its parent-.stock, 
whence it was severed. And so with depar.ed 
pleasures, we reflect on the happiness of its short 
coptinuance, and mourn its departure. 

Very soun did the disorder wit! which this 
youth was afflicted assume a frightful aspect. It 
adyanced with rapid gtrides... He was soon en- 
tirely dependant upon the..charity of strangers. 
Far was he from hisdelightful home—from those 
affectionate. friends who .aere -endeared to him 


His spirits were- 





by all the tender ties of parent), filial and fra- 
ternal affection,:.from whem be was to be furev- 
er separated. Whensplaced upon a sick and 
dying bed, and unable to articulate he would 
raise his eyes tomeet the smile of some dear 
friend, but nought but the strangers gaze met 
his. No parent to caress him, nor affectionate 
sister to smooth his pillow, nor wipe the. cold 
sweat-from off his brow. Thus died the youth 
whose exit will long be lamented. His remains 
were followed to the silent tomb, by strangers, 
there to moulder and decay. The passing stran- 
ger stops not to shed a tear over his grave, nor 
offer up a prayer that he may imitate the virtues 
which adorned the life of him who now sleeps 
the sleep of death. But, stranger, stop! Tread 
lightly upon his grave, and drop a tear for de- 
parted worth and loveliness, now entombed in 
this secluded ‘spot. Think not that thou wilt 
forever bask in the fair sunshine of pleasure, 
without one cloud to dim the fair prospect now 
opening before thee. Pause, reflect, thou too 
must die. 

O may the balm of Gilead be administered to 
the afflicted surviving friends. May their tears 
be dried and their sorrows alleviated. Although 
they were not permitted to visit the death bed of 
their son, they may rest assured that the hearts 
of strangers administered to his wants. 
Mourn not his departure, but cherish the bright 
hope of his blissful immortality beyond the grave. 
— 




















‘From the Christian Intelligencer. 
A FRAGMENT. 

She was once lovely, but now how changed! 
Changed from all that was amiable, engaging 
and admirable to a raving, boisterous, uncvoutrol- 
able mawiac, regardless alike of propriety, hap- 
piness and life; an indubitable proof of the 
bad tendency of that kind of -preaching, which 
is too common at protracted meetings. Oh, thou 
engine of spiritual tyranny, desolation and death, 
when will those who move thee into action hor- 
ridle,learn and feel that to use thee,is to dethrone 
reason and maniac mankind? When will they 
learnthat the preaching of the blessed Jesus 
sanctions not, but condemns such unhallowed 
measuses, as.are used by them to evangelize the 
world! 

Already a moral desolation is spread over ma- 
ny portions of the heritage of God. Already 
fathers and mothers are weeping over their ir- 
rationa. children, children, who once were their 
jey and consolation but are now their grief, and 
constant trouble. Reflection and meditation 
too intense, and on awfuland mysterious subjects, 
have ruined them forevyer—hope has fled, and 
wild with delirium, they live only to poison the 
cup of earthly comfort, here allotted to friends 
and relatives. Sad thought! and who will have 
the effrontery to aver, that the blessed gospel 
has done allthis?) Who, that such preaching 
is necessary to the salyation of the. offspring of 
the Great Eternal, 

—-——— Yes, she ‘was loveliness itself. Nev- 
er did 1 behold more virtuous sensibility than 
she manifested. Human nature we-know is im- 
perfect, but for this knowledge, I had, almost 
concluded that she was the being in whom all 


| 


“swear orthodox vaths.”’ 


words that dropt from the lips of the professed 
messenger ofthe most High. She heard one 
sentence and with its utterance her reason Jeft 
her. ‘My hearers (said the preacher) you then 
consent to be eternally damned, and the angel of 
God has stricken-your names from the book of life, -. 
—you must suffer the torments of the damned forev- 
er.” It wastoo much. Reason for a moment 
struggled, tottering on her throne, then fled 
forever and Lenora was a maniac. 
‘THeoporet. 
PROFANE SWEARING. 

Of all the practices which disgrace mankind, 
there is none more ridiculous, and devoid of e- 
ven the semblance of advantage to the person whe 
indulges in it, or any one else unless to disgrace 
ones selfin the view of all decent persons, and 
even in the view of those who are guilty ot the 
same thing, is an advantage, than the practice of 
using profane language. 

Does the person expect to obtain any good by 
it? No, he cannot expect this. It brings nei- 
ther honor, wealth, fame, or in the least ministers: 
to the gratification of the person who indulges 
in this disgraceful practice. It is totally de- 
void of all the inducements to its indulgence, 
which most other vices present. Almost all 
other vices, promise some advantage to him who 
practicesit, but itis not so with this vice. It 
presents to the mind, none of the allurements, 
which other vices do, as being attendant upon 
its gratification. This being the fact, is not the 
practice, to say nothing of its sinfulness, most 
supremely ridiculous?’ Let common sense ant 
swer. And what shall we think of those who, - 
calling themselves Universalists, indulge in this 
shameful practice? Universalists, even accor- 
ding to the acknowledgements of a late writer* 


creed. 

We have no oaths in our creed ; and yet, some 
professing tobe universalists, use profane. lan- 
guage ! 

They, to use the language of the writer te 
whom we have. alluded, “steal orthodox oaths, 
and when they become angry, “they swear or- 
thodox oaths” and nothing is to be heard from 
them, “Lut héll, and the devil, and damnation.” 
Shame to such universalists. ‘Steal orthodos 
oaths!” Oshame where is thy blush. Would 
it not be well4o Jet those who'can “‘swear con- 
sistently with their creeds,” enjoy the privilege 
exclusively?) Would it not be well for those 
who cannot “swear consistently with their 
creeds,” if they must stcal, to get something bet- 
ter than “orthodox oaths ?”—some of their good 
examples? Such trashas “orthodox oaths,” we 
should suppose, was not worth obtaining honest- 
ly, much less worth stealing! ‘Pretty business 
truly! people who cannot indulge in profanity 
in consistency-with-their own creed, to fraudent- 
ly do it by his neighbors ! 

Shame to the man, calling himself a Univer 
salists, who will “steal orthodox oaths’—and 
Ifuniversalists cannot 
find any thing better to coppy from orthodox 
creeds, than profanity, they had better let them 
alone—they had better not copy any thing. 

Impartialist. 


the social and christian virtues centered and were | —— 


perfected. Such was the person whose sad fate 
occasioned the writing of this poor tribute to her 
memory and of the cause of the evils which she 
suffers. . Although thus amiable, she had no fix- 
ed and setiled opinions relative to the great doc- 
trines of Christianity—or rather, she was a me.n- 
ber of no church, nor was shea devotee to any 
particular doctrines nor wedded-to any creed. 

She heard preachers of all denominations, 
read books vindicating and explaining, the doc- 
trines held by the various sects, and then judged 
for herself of the propriety aud correctness: of 
each, comparing them all with the word uf God. 

She censured and condemned no one for his 
belief and approved .of all in each system, 
which she fqond in accordance with the reveal- 
ed will of the great Jehovah. 


She_.attended a protracted-«meeting to get 
good,-+to receive instruction, to learn her duty, 
and prepare-for, usefulness and ‘heaven. ~ She 





listened with:*hn_,all-absorbing interest:toxthe 


*The Rev. Mr. McClures lectures against Universe- 
lism. Boston, 1832. 


TROUBLE IN THE CAMP. 
The following is an extract of a letter from Rev. An- 
drew S. Morrison of Ciacinnati. te Rev. Dr. Ely. It ap- 
pears that the appointment of Dr. Beecher to the Presi- 
dency of Lane Seminary has caused trouble in the camp. 
Rev. Dr. Ely,—the Cincinnati Jgurnal which 
you receive from our city gives you all the im- 
portant public news, and but little of other news 
is worth sending far. We have hoped for some 
time that we were about to enjoy peace in this 
part of the church; but jast as we were about 
coming together, Dr. Beecher made his appeat- - 
ancehere, and proposed becoming a co-presbyter, 
and was received. ‘This circumstance was e- ~ 
nough to light up the flames of war afresh through 
the whole Presbytery. And now anger and wrath 
and clamor -and evil speaking, ‘marshal all their ~ 
deadly‘inflience. Whé¢ther malice has any share 








in the:transactions or mot, it.is very evident.tha... 
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kind affections are scarce,-and brotherly love in 
honor preferring one another is wlmost an utter 
stranger. 

1 am well assured that in the morning of eter- 
nity, it will appear that many souls have already 
stumbled into hell, over the unhallowed bicker- 
ings that have raged among us: and thousands 
more will, if the strife goes on. How will pro- 
fessors, how will ministers of Jesus Christ, at the 
bar of the final Judge, look those ruined souls in 
the face, and hear their deep—despairing groans, 
wailing—-“But for your strife and contention in- 
yonder world, we too might have found the Sa- 
viour, and been now smiled on by him in this 
hour of decision.” !!! 

Every thing is paralyzed by this unholy strife. 
The monthly concert cannot be attended, because 
it would be “incongruous” to mingle our pray- 
ers together at heaven’s mercy seat. The be- 
nevulent associations no longer find united exer- 
tions among professors. Strange to tell, it has 
been fornd out that temperance societies are but 
New Schoolism in disguise, and that even associ- 
ations to read the word of God, are but another 
trick of the wicked one to break down the Pres- 
byterian Church, and with a wide overwhelming 
flood to spread the evils of New Schoolism over all 
our churches. The answer of the offended Gre- 
cian General, sent by Ulysses to his Lord, seems 
to be the maxim best suited to our High Church 
Presbyterians, 

“To him all terms, all commerce I decline, 
Nor share his counsels, nor his battles join.” 
ANECDOTE. 

I have sometimes been compelled to smile at 
hearing a preacher who declaimed against long 
prayers become guilty of the same fault himself, 
perbaps on the san.e day ; and perhaps close with 
solemnly declaring,at the conclusivn of a fifteen 
or twenty minute’s prayer, that he expects not 
to be heard for his ‘much speaking! Br. A. C. 
T., of the Christian Messenger, remarks that, 
little more than half a minute is required to ut- 
ter what is called the Lord’s prayer, ina distinct 
manner ; ani I believe that more than fiye min- 
utes-are not required to repeat any prayer recor- 
ded in the Bible.’ This remark and these re- 
flections, revive in my mind the recollections, of 
ap amusing circttmstance which occurred at the 





characterizes all the plans and dealings of God, 


Itteaches that infinite wisdom and goodness 


that in all the dispensations he designs the good 
of his children ; aud be will sanctify every be- 
reavemeat, and overrule every disappointment 
for the good of man. It addresses the suffering 
in the most southing accents, assures them of a 
complete deliverance from pain, and the bigh fe- 
licity of seeing -how all human afflictions are 
ministers of good. . Thus it producesa_content- 
ment in the mind of man, when all other things 
only lend to: increase sorrow and discontent ; 
when the proudest honors fail; and when all 
that the world calls great and valuable, vanishes 
like the morning dew. 0. 


Universalist Charitable Society. 

At an adjourned meeting of the Massachusetts 
Universalist Charitable Society, held in the Ves- 
try of the Universalist Church in Charlestown, 
on the 6th inst, the following Constitution was 
unanimously adopted :— 

Sensible that the families of Clergyman are 
peculiarly liable to be left im destitute cireum- 
stances and desirous to aid as far as we have op- 





ourselves into a society for this purpose, and a- 
dopted the following 
CONSTITUTION ? 
Art. 1. The name of this suciety shall be, THe 
Massacuusetts CnHaritas_e Society. 


portunity in extendiag to them such relief as} 
may -be-needed, we the subscribers have formed | around the earth. : 


could be confined in hell, (Tarturus,) and at the. 
same time be roaming over Asia, Europe, Africa “ 


and America, tempting people to sin? Dr. 
Macknight answers the query by saying, that 
Tartarus is in our atmosphere! and that these an- 
gels are confined in the air of this earth, until 
the day of judgment!!! . Br. Fisk, of the New 
Haven Examiner, may ag well cease asking the 
above question after this: “He is answered at 
last. 

But another difficulty ‘arises to our Partialist 
brethren. If our atmosphere is hell, it will follow 
that it is not a fire and brimstone one—and is 
tolerable, even intime. This theory of the Doe- 
tor’s may account, also, for the depravity and in- 
iquity of so many of our Partialist saints and cler- 
gy. Who could be otherwise than wicked, when 
they breathed nothing but hell from the day of 
their birth to the moment of their death—and 
were surrounded on earth by ungodly muralists, 
and in the air by fallen angels? Well—well—I 
have always said ‘there was hell enough in this 
world for the wicked—but I never knew, before 
that there was quite so much of it. Our atmos- 
phere is, I believe, about twenty milzs high, all 
Mag. and Adv. 


DEPARTED. 

The Christian Messenger, not of New York 
but of Haverhill, Mass. a self-styled orthodox 
publication has expired. This is that little wasp 
that has been drawing its existence from that no- 








Art. 2. ‘The object of this Society shall be, to 
afford relief to the widows and children of de- 
ceased Universalist Minist:rs within the State of 
Massachusetts, who may need assistance ; and al- 
so fof those who have resided within said State 
and contributed to the funds of this Society, but 
who at the time of their demise may reside out 
of this State. 

Art, 3. All who shall pay to the Treasurer of 
this Society two dollars and sign this Constitution 
shall thereby become members. 

Art. 4. The Officers of this Society ‘shall be a 
President, Secretary. ‘Corresponding Secretary, 
Treasurer, and five Directors all of whom shall 
be-chosen annually by ballot. 


preside at-all.the meetings of the Suciety, and of 
its Directors. 





meeting of a Convention of Universalists, at 
which | was present. —Asthe purty most con- 
cerned bore the joke with good humor then, we 
hope if it meets his eye now, he will pardon its 
publication—it is too good a hit to be kept. 

Br. R. gave an excellent discourse iu the fore- 
noon, in which he gave, as one of the censurable 
traits of a Pharisee, the making of long prayers. 
In the evening Br. R. was called on to make the 
introductory prayer. The house was crowded— 
the doors and windows in front of the building 
were surrounded by a crowd—anxiety to see-and 
hear made them somewhat impatient—the pray- 
er was long, and made them still more impatient 
—and, finally, some loud speaking at one of the 
windows drew the attention of those near-~it: 
Two Irishmen, with the characteristic impatience 
of their countrymen, were engaged in a dispute 
—the one wishing to leave, and the other to stay 
—‘Och, said the first, ‘can’t you tell that they 
are Pharisees? just tisten to the length of that 
prayer !—let us go.’ Mag. and Adv. 


From the Southern Pioneer and Gospel Visitor. 
The Gospel givés contentment. 

When the courtiers of Augustus Cesar, at- 
tempted to assuage his grief for the death ofa 
beloved friend, by telling him that his tears and 
jamentations were fruitless and unavailing, as 
they could riot bring back the deceased, he re- 
plied, It is for that-very reason that I grieve.” 
Thus instead of giving him consolation or hope, 
they administered nothing but despair. And 
this is all that philosophy has ever done. It has 
told us what only aggravates our misery, but it ef- 
fects no alteration in our circumstances; it has 
eaid that allthe evil we suffer, is from fatal ne- 
eessity, from which the gods themselves have no 
exemption, and that human suffering is neces- 
sary to: keep up the general order‘ of the uni- 
verse, and to preserve the scheme “of providence 
from the danger of confusion and disorder. 

But with-christianity jtis entirely different. 





Art. 9. It shall be the duty of the Secretary to 
keep a fairand correct recdrd of all tlie transac- 
tions of the Society, and of the board of Direc- 
tors; and to notify meetings of either when re- 
quired by the Directors. 

‘Art. 7. The Corresponding Secretary shall at- 
tend to all communications from other similar 
bodies to this which may be formed ; and to give 
seasonable information to the Directors of any 


this Society. 

Art.:8. The Treasurer’s duty shall be to re- 
ceive all monies, keep a correct account of them 
pay them out‘at the order-of the Directors, and 
make-a report of his doings at the annual meet- 
ing,and oftuer if required ; for the performance 
of which he shall give bonds to the Society in 
such sum as the Directors may deem proper. 

Art. 9. The duty of the Directors shall be to 
receive applications for assistance ; to determine 
the proper subjects for relief; to bestow such aid 
as in their opinion the circumstances of their 
cases respectfully may require and the state of 


ny special nveeting of the society which they may 


doings at the aunual meeting, 
Art. 10. The funds of the Society shall be 


and by contributions from religious societies. 


of Officers and transaction of business. 


nual meeting. - 


Rel. Ing. 





THE DEVIL—HELL. 
- It has-often been asked how “the fallen angels 








Art. 5. It shall be the duty of the President to | 


thing which may appear to effect the interests of 


the funds render practicable; also to appoint a- 


deem expedient; to transact all such other busi- 
ness as the interests of the association may ap- 
pear to require; and to make a report of ‘their 


obtained by fees for membership ; by donations ; 


Art. Ll. The annual meeting shall be holden 
on the second Weduesday in May for the choice 


Art. 12. This Constitution maybe altered: at 
any annual meeting, by the yote of two thirds of 
the members present, notice*of the designed al- 
teration having been-given at the preceeding sn- 


table reservoir of slander and obscenity, that 
| Christless Soldier, and that, in its blindness, has 
|not unfrequently endeavored to thrust its sting 
into the eternal rock of truth. 
The orthodox themselves would not support it. 
The editors complain that their religious breth- 
ren have deceived them with encouraging words, 
without corresponding acts. They have lost 
much money, and will not consent to sacrifice 


Trumpet. 








suspension. 
ANECDOTE. 

A tour day’s meeting having been held in a 
town in the western part of this country, a few 
weeks since, it was thought necessary to follow 
the fashion by ringing the bell at an early hour 
each day afterwards, as Jong as two or three 
could be assembled—all for to let the fpeople 
know how zealous we are. The strife of early 
ringing seemed to rest between Jenny, a good 
colored woman, and aman whois a great ene- 
my to the devil during revivals, but when they 
are over, the world the flesh, and the devil have 
better friends.. A few mornings since, whilst it 
was yet dark, Jenny was first at the temple, and 
caught hold of the bell rope, and wound it round 
her footto afford a good purchase in: the long 
pull and the strong pull, when, after éne or twe 
pulls, the rope took a noose around her ancle, 
and-as the bell turned down Jenny was thrown 
up, and held feet foremost. Her competitor 
having by this time got under way for the mee- 
ting house, and not hearing the bell, sprang for 
the bell room, where in the darkness of the hour, 
he discovered a monster which he took for his 
majesty, whom he ht.d so much abused. Un- 
der the impulse of guilt, he-ran out and cried 
for help. Ina short time a trio was collected, 





when they soon discovered that it was no ghost, 


but Jenny tied to the bell rope. Anchor. 


CLERICAL SAGACITY. 
A story of the Seventeenth Century. 

A parish in the French diocess had fallen ¥a- 
cant. The Bishop, who professed to bé a pat- 
ron of literature, declared he would give it to ne 
man but to him who could*tell’ him/ who was 
Melchizedeck’s father. This saved him the 
trouble of many applications. At length, how- 
ever, a gentleman waited on him, and on inqui- 
ry being ~made as to his business, he told his 





of—+~“Can you fulfill the conditions?” ‘Yes, 
if it please your lordship. Here,” said he, pull- 
ing out a large leathern bag full of guineas, 
‘here is Melchizedeck’s father; and here,” pre- 
senting a duplicate, “is his mother—I have some 
of the collateral branches at. home.” It is not 








the-candidate dequrreditive “benefice. 


It is departed. - 


any more, and they have therefore announced tts © 


lordship that he was a candidate for the living - 


who ventured to approach the scene of danger, -- 


recorded what the bishop did with them—but -< 
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SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATION. 
‘And I saw a gaeat white throne and Him that sat 


on it from whose face the earth and heaven fled away, 
and there was no place found for them. And I saw the | 


dead, small and great stand before God, and the books 

were opened,and another book was opened which is the 

book of life ; and the dead were judged out of those 
things which were written in the books according to 
their works. And the sea gave up the dead which 
wereinit, and death and hell gave up the dead 
which were in them; and they were judged every 
man according ito their works. And death and hell 
were castinto the lake of fire. This is the second 
death. And whosoever was not found written in the 
book of life was cast into the lake of fire.” 

Rev. 20.11, 12, 13, 14, 15. 

There are no passages in the Bible more frequently 
resorted tothan the above to prove a general judgment, 
subsequent to the dissolution of the body, and a state 
oi infinite suffering for the wieked. But if the advo- 
cates for such doctrine are asked if they believe the en- 
tire book of Revelations gives a literal account of 
events which have, or will take place, they are unwill- 
ing to answer in the affirmative. And why? Because 
they must necessarily give their assent to many improb- 
abilities, at which reason and philosophy would revolt. 
For instanse, they must admit that there was or will be 
@ great red dragon in heaven, with seven heads, and ten 
horns, and with a tail of sufficient dimensions to draw a 
third part of the stars from heaven, and cast them to the 
earth. How many stars, literally speaking, could find 
a resting-place on this ball of earth, a person but moder- 
ately acquainted with astronomy might be able to decide 
with a tolerable degree of accuracy. If they are as 
large as has been estimated by men who have made this 
science their study, the inference would be that the num- 
ber would not exceed a thousand. And should this 
number, tegether with all their attendant satellites be 
drawn from the place they occupy, they would no more 
be missed by the Omniscient eye which can survey the 
whole arcade of heaven with one comprehensive view, 
than would a grain of sand from the sea-shore.—At least 
this is the information we have jreceived from those of 
whose knowledge of the htavenly bodies we have often 
had actual demonstration. 

To avoid an idea so incredible,a resort has been made 
to a mode of illustration which supposes thatthe passa- 
ges which speak of this ‘“‘wonder in hgaven” are written 
in a figurative style. This changing from literal to fig- 
urative, and then from the latter to the former, has giv- 
en many license tojuse the old proverb that the Bible is 
likea stringed instrument, upon which one may play 
atune tosuit himself. Give people liberty to explain 
the scriptures by this method, and there is nothing too 
difficuit or improbable for them to prove. 

Without trespassing on the patience of the reader by 
further attempting te make the impropriety of this mode 
of illustration appear more manifest, it may be expedi- 
ent previous to giving our own views, to ascertain by 
the aid of reason whether the prevailing opinions rela- 
tive to the passages under consideration have reason fo: 
their support ; for if it be found that they are unreasona- 
ble, and not only so, but refle#t dishonor on the divine 
character, it becomes our duty to reject them as unprot- 
itable, and search for the true meaning of the passages 
under the figures which characterize them. 

1. The great white throne is supposed to be located 
in the third heavens. Upon this throne will be seated 
the Judge of all the earth, from whose face the earth 
and heaven will flee away. With reference to this im- 
portant and very interesting subject, we beg leave to in- 
quire if thejheaven which contains the great white throne 
will flee away and no place be found for it? If so, what 
will beearne of the white throne, and the beatified spir- 
its which surround it? Let us be exceedingly cautious. 
In reply will it be said that itisthe Lower heavens— 
the starry firmament, with the earth that will flee away? 
Let usthen fora moment admit this only alternative 
and proceed— 

2. «AndI saw the dead, small and great stand be- 
fore God.” The dead, observe reader, “stand before 
God.” Whata wonderfulsight! But let us listen to 
an explanation. ‘John undoubtedly meant those who 
had been dead, but were raised to life again.’ But the 
passage reads differently. ‘Granted, but we are not to 
understand this expression in its .most literal sense,’— 
We must then leave a literal mode of illustration till it 
is convenient for our opronent to resume it. 





The fact, then so far as we have examined the subject, 
stands thus :—The lower heavensand earth are fled a- 
way, and cannot be found. Or, to use scripture lan- 
guage, “And there was no place found for them,” and 
those who are raised from the dead are standing before 
God. But where did they stand? 1n the presence cham- 
ber of God? No:—“ There shall in no wise enter into 
it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh 
abomination or maketh a lie.” Any where in the regions 
of space or on the earth; No: for these have fled away. 
In hellor inthe sea? Let us read. ‘And the sea gave 
up the dead which were init, and death and hell deliv- 
ered up the dead which were in them, and they were 
(afterwards) judged every man according to their works.” 
Where in the universe of God wil!l our orthodox divines 
find footing for men who are raised capable of suffering 
trom material fire? The gates of Paradise are barred 
against them—the heavens and the earth are fled away 
—The devil has let his subjects loose if any he had— 
Hades and,old ocean have yiclded up their dead that 
they may go to judgment. Go where to judgment? 
Nowhere ; for there is no place under the habitation of 
the Almighty for them to appear, according to this liter- 
al view of the subject. But to proceed, 

3. nd the books were opened, and another book 
was opened which is calied the book of life. And the 
dead were judged out of those things which were writ- 
ten in the books. * ” * And whosoever 
was not found written in the book of life was cast into 
the lake of fire. See verses 12 and 15. These passa- 

es, or the common opizion of them, we shall for the 
sake of convenience consider in connexion. By this time 
we apprehend that our opponent will totally abandon 
the figurative mode of illustration, and contend that there 
is a literal book of life, together with other books to be 
opened. Now then comes the dread moment! Ten 
thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands 
stand before the throne of Jehovah 

‘**To hear his justice and the sinner’s doom.” 

But before we give way to feelings created by such 
gloomy thoughts, letus ask of what possible utility such 
a judgment as is contended for will be, if the future des- 
tiny of menis tobe decided by the fact of their names 
being written or not writtenina book? We wish this 
question might be answered by the clergy who have 
frequently flattered themselves with the idea of being 
called upon as witnesses on that momentous occasion.— 
What use there will be for their services we cannot im- 
agine, if the destiny of their societies and congregations 
are to be decided by thissimple process. It will either 
be contended that the names of those who are destined 
to.an eternal state of unalluyed happiness. were written in 
this book from before the foundation of the world,* or 
that they were written there when these persons were 
changed from nature to grace. No one, itis presumed, 
will contend that names will be inserted at, or after the 
resurrection. We should suppose therefore on the sup- 
position that modern orthodoxy is correet, that this judg- 
ment might be dispensed with—nothing mure being ne- 
cessary at that time than to open the book of life and see 
whose names are there recorded. 

But here again arises another difficulty. We should 
keep in mind that the dead were judged out of those 
things which were written in the books. It appears 
that there *“‘were bool:s (plural number,) opened, and 
another book was opened which is called the book of 
life,’’ but the latter was not the one, it seems, out of 
which the dead were judged, but they were judged out 
of those things which were written in the books. Now, 
on the other hand, if these books which are supposed to 
contain the good and bad actions of men are to decide 
the important question—if men are to be judged and re- 
warded according to their works which are written in 
these books, the necessity ofauy other book is precluded, 
as these books contain the grand documents which 
must decide the fate of an assembled universe! Alas 
for the wisdom of this world! Whocan sappose that an 
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count of the dimensions of heaven, we must suppose 
that these booksof record would occupy its whole space, 
and it may be doubted whether heaven itself would con- 
tain the books which would be written—even if they 
were written by the hand of an experienced stenogra- 
pher. 

Again ; if prisoners at the bar of Eternal Justice are to 
be examined—If witnesses are to be called upon to tes- 
tily asin earthly courts, either for or against crimi- 
nals, and a thorongh investigation is to be had in relation 
to every individual in order that they may be condemned 
or acquitted, it would be the business uf eternity (if we 
may so speak) to try all the cases that are enteredon the 
docket of heaven. 

And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire.— 
It is generally supposed that the lake of fire isa place of 
torment for the wicked, and that hell is. If this be cor- 











Omniscient being finds it necessary to keep a journal of 
the good and bad actions of men, as though He was de- 
ficient in memory! What must be the dimensions of 
those ponderous ledgers which are supposed to contain 
all the good actions of men, together with every idle word 
which they shall speak—of all who have lived from Ad- 
am to the present, with all who shall live to the great 
day of accounts! Were we to embrace the idea that the 
21st of Revelations contains a correct geographical ac- 

*By the decree of God, for the manifestation of his glo- 
ly some men and angels are predestinated to everlasting 
isfe, and others foreordained wo everlasting death. These 
angels and men, thus predestinated and foreordained are 
particularly and unchangeably designed, and their num- 
ber is so ceriain and definite, that it cannot be either in- 
creased or diminished.—[See Art. 3 and 4o/ the Presby- 








terian Creed.] 





rect, at the period of which John speaks, one place of 
torment will be cast into another such place. If by 
hell, a grave in the earth is meant, a place will be found 
for itin the lake of fire, and death, which, keep in mind, 
is the absense of life—a mere negative, will likewise be 
cast into this lake of fire. We know not how to give this 
a literal explanation but by supposing death to he a crea- 
ture, and this may be done with ease, and in accordance 
with the representation which has been given in cuts 
found in large Bibles, where a frightful image is seated 
upona pale horse, and a host of infernals following alter 
with clubs and pitchforks. 

It would be reasonable to inter if this representation be 
correct, that the horse as well as the rider will share one 
and the same fate. 


This is the second death. It is well known that 
those who advocate the doctrine of endless punishment 
for the wicked contend tor three deaths,—viz spiritual, 
temporal and eternal. We must then suppose that the 
third death, whatever.it may be will take place subse- 
quent to their being cast into the lake of fire, as this is 
the second. ‘Villit be said that the lake of fire is sec- 
ond totemporal death? But why notcall it the second 
life? A total ex:inetion of lite (whichis allowed to be 
temporal death) is altogether unlike a state of the quick- 
est sensibility.— Mien are in the present life, subjected 
to sickness, sorrow and pain, therefore the lake of fire, if 
it be what itis said to be, might with more propriety be 
called the second life of pain, &e. 

Before bringing this examination to a close, we would 
remark on the manifest injustice which is charged up- 
on the Judge of all the Earth by the ereeds and opinions 
of men, : 

It is said that ia this life there are two classes of men, 
the righteous and the Wicked—That at death [temporal] 
the former are received to the bright abodes of consum- 
mate bliss, and the wicked enter the dismal abodes of the 
damned in hell, and after being the inhabitants of these 
two places for thousands of years they will both be 
summoned to trial. The righieous must leave their de- 
lightful habitation—hell will deliver up its prisoners, and 
both parties will come to judgment, that it may be de- 
cided by judicial proceeding whether they shall all re- 
turn to their former stations, or exchange situations. 
Now altho’ many may honestly believe this to be con- 
sistent with the divine economy, they would at the 
same time consider such a proceeding a disgrace to all 
human courts of judicature. 

As much has been said as is deemed necessary to ex- 
pose the absurdity of explaining this highly figurative 
book according to human creeds. We have seen that 
the passages cannot by anv mode of illustration, give 
support tothe doctrine of a general judgment in a future 
world, and consequently no proof of endless suffering 
for the wicked. bg 

Should the reader infer from the language which has 
been used in this examination that the writer is disposed 
totrifle with the subject and ridicule the scriptures, he 
may rest assurd that no word nor sentence has has been 
used in this brief review with sach design. God forbid 
that he should intentionally trifle with the sacred wri- 
tings. The reader should keep in mind that it is not the 
Bible, but the creeds of men which he is opposing—His 
object was to point out ina plain, familiar manner fthe 
absurd notions which men have entertained of tha passa- 
ges uuder consideration, and the impropriety of literally 
explaining a book which is highly figurative, or of chan- 
ging from the literal to the figurative and vice versa in 
order toconform to, or support an established creed. 
Therefore if any of the above language appears like sar- 
casm, it is because the ideas which are here opposed re- 
quire it. ; 

(Illustration of the text next week.) 





Mr. John Watson of St Albans is respectfully reques- 
ted to act as agent for the Watchman. 
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The Lottery at Plattsburg. 

We'lnserted in No. 43 6fthe Watchman an artiele from 
the Trumpet which had relation toa lottery in Platts- 
burg for the purpose of putting money into the Lord’s 
Treasury. The editor of the Trumpet obtained his infor- 
mation of the particulars from the ‘Bower and Luminary,’ 
a paper published in Keesville, N. Y. We have now 
reason for calling the attention of the Luminary Editor 
and particularly our brethren in Plattsburg to the sub- 
ject. The reasons are briefly these. The story is be- 
lieved to be without foundation by professed orthodox 
christians in thisregion. They believe their brethren in 
Plattsburg were not guilty of such extreme wickedness. 
Another reason for calling their attention to the subject 
is, arespectable gentleman belonging to that class of 
christians has offered to deliver into the hands of a Uni- 
versalist neighbor a valuable horse, to be sold and the 
proceeds to be appropriated by the latter to some char- 
itable purpose, if the story can be proved true. He is 
willing to admit as proof the certificates of three or four 
respectable citizens of Plattspurg. Will our brethren 
in that village furnish us with satisfactory evidence of 
the fact, if, indeed, it was such? Ifthey could obtain a 
certificate from some one concerned in the lottery it 
would probably produce greater conviction in the mind 
of his now doubting brother. 

We really wish togive the gentleman an opportunity 
of disposing of his horse for a charitable purpose if it is 
his wish so to do. 





“FE, G.’’ is received, but as Anti Universalist is under 
the tuition of females we think it best for them to man- 
age him to their liking. Itis butjustice to our Corres- 
pondent however to say that he has proposed several 
questions worthy the serious consiccration of Anti, and 
others of the same stamp. 

More Law than Gospel. 

We have in this village about twelve lawyers !!!! 
M81!U1! and only four of the clerical profession. And 
yet, will you believe it reader? we are a very reli- 
gious people. ‘Ihe most distinguished among the 
former are noted for their piety. 

Now for the REVEREND Clergy. Let us see 
—One Episcopalian—One Calvinistic Congrega- 
tionalist—One Christian, and one of those heretical 
preachers who contend that there is but ‘‘ One Lord, 
One faith, One baptism, One God, and Father of all, 
who is above all, and through all, and in all,” and 
“the Saviour of all.” That the blessing promised 
to Abraham included “‘al/ nations, families and kin- 
dreds of the earth.” Of course there are not more 
than three of the four who are preachers ofthe gos- 
pel of endless damnation. In addition to Lawyers 
and Ministers, there are doctors enough to kill all 
the folks in town. Not far from eight practising 

hysicians, and between fifty and sixty who are 
earning how to deal out me : buteh- 
ering knife. So that on the whole, we are not like- 
ly to increase much in popaiation. 








Messrs. Editors.—At a meeting a few evenings 
gince in one of the Orthodox churches in the city, 
q Rev. Gentleman, who is somewhat celebra- 
ted for Legislative us well as Theological talent, 
related the following story. 

He observed that he had recently read an ac- 
eount of a man, who was employed on board a 
ship on the coast of Africa, who went into the 
river tobathe. While swimming in the water, 
an alligator was discovered by the persons on 
board the vessel in pursuit of him.—His friends 


immediately warned him of his danger, and he ! 


strove, with all the en:rgy in his power, to gain 
the shore. Just before he reached the land, he 
observed a Tiger in the attitude of springing up- 
on him, he now saw no chance of saving his life, 
and gave himself up for lost; but as it happened, 
the Tiger in his eargerness overleaped the man, 
fell into the jaws of the alligator and both sunk, 
the disc lored water plainly slowed that death 
to one was the result. 

The Rev. Gentleman then went on to apply 
the subject—He remarked that the situation in 
which this person was, would well represent the 
condition of sinners. The alkgaéor exhibited the 
justice of God! ! in pursuit of the sinner, who 1s 
straining every nerve to avoid it, when nearly 
exhausted by his efforts, Jesus Christ, represen- 
ted by the Tiger, leaps into the jaws of the alli- 
gator, is devoured, and the sinner escapes with 
life!!! 

I thonght Messrs. Editors, that the gentleman 
saw the absurdity of his application and would 
try to remedy it, but as he did not make the at- 
tempt, perhaps I was mistaken. I musi certain- 
ly acknowledge my surprise that he did not. 


One of the most striking characteristics of the 
Orthodox, is a perverse application of Scripture, 
to favor the'r particular belief. But here is an 
application of a selected story (and by the way 
one. of the Munchausen school) to suit their 
cree., which is so perverse, so supremety ridic- 
ulous, that I question whether the ingenuity of| 
man could render it more so—an alligator a suit- 
able representative of the justice of God! and a 
Tiger of the mercy of Jesus Christ! !—Is not 
this something new under the Sun? The per- 
nicious tendency of such an illustration is too 
clear and palpable to be disputed, and, it not on- 
ly deserves, but should receive the reprobation 
of every friend to true religion; and we certair- 
ly should be justified when speaking of it, in us- 
ing the strongest epithets of indignation. 

If this exhibition of weakness, should induce | 
our ‘religious’ brother to avoid a repetition of it, 
my design in making it public will be accom- 
plished. Religious Inquirer. 

RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE. 
A brief sketch of the relizious experience of Mr. 
Tuomas P R, late of N- n. 

This gentleman was a member of the Mass. 
Legislature for several years during the Revo- 
lutionary War, and much distinguished for his | 
witly keen salanical, and sometimes censorious, 
remarks. Whenever he spoke the House was 
prepared for mirth, as he often produced an ex- 
travagant roar of laughter. On Sundays, how- 
ever, he was always serious,and much employ- 
ed among his Baptist brethren in vocal | 
ing—preaching and exhorting. He lived to} 
old age, and died xbout 4) years ago. 

















| 


And a} 
little before his death, on a Sunday noon, in 
presence of a number of young people, he gave | 
a sketch of what he called his religious exeri- | 
ence; as nearly as can be remembered as fol- | 
lows: 

‘¢When a young man I became solemnly im- | 
pressed with a sense of my exposedness to) 
everlasting damnation. I was brought under 
concern of mind, by some powerful revival | 
preaching. From day to day, week to week, | 
and month to month, [ was under awful appre- | 
hension of the terrivle wrath of God, ready to} 
be poured out upon me; andI knew I had | 
been asinner. Icould not sleep, and became | 
almost distracted! Yet I never opened my | 
mind to any one. At length, being afraid to 
sleep for fear I should awake in hell, nature 
became so far exhalist@@ that” T tmvotuntarily 
fell into a sound sleep; and having slept a 


fears had left me, and all nature looked smi- 
ling and happy around me. I knew not what 
to make of such a wonderful change! And I 
thought with myself, I would go and open my 
mind to a neighbor whom I had always thought 








a pious man; and to him I went and related 
what had been the exercises of my mind. Af-| 
‘ter he had heard me through he replied—‘well 
‘my young frind,T rejoice! I think you have been | 
jeonverted! !? I was surprised! said P. r, 
for I had never thought of any such thing my- 
self; and I went home as proud as the d——l!”” 
Trumpet: 


ORTHODOX THUMPER. 
An elderly gentleman of unimpeachable ve- 











to story telling, relates the following:— 
During the early days of this town, before 
carts came in vogue, he was accustomed to 
haul his wood by the aid of an old black mare,,. 
kept in service. Now the old mares harness 





racity, though by the way somewhat addicted | Murray’s life. 


he went to his beast, and removing the har- 
ness from her, threwthe breast-plate over @ 
post that stood near the door, and went to bed. 
Upon rising the next morning, he found the 
heat of the sun had so operated upon the con- 
tractibility of the traces as to bring his wood 
up to the door, ready for hewing and splitting. 
Lowell Compend. 
ANECDOTE. 

Messrs, Eprrors,—Being a regular attendant at 
the Universalist church in this city, my attention 
was attracted a few Sabbaths since, by the a}-pear- 
ance of a man, whose large muscular frame, and 
whose strong, but plain domestic apparel, seemed to 
denote him, a worthy son of Kentucky. 

At the commencement of the sermon I was amus- , 
ed to see this venerable figure, lean forward in his 
seat,his arms upon the railing before him, and cross- 
ing the two fore fingers of his hands, cast a steady, 
keen, and scorching glance at the speaker to the end 
of his discourse. On retiring from the service, cu- 
riosity led me to linger near the worthy looking 
stranger. He addressed no one, and I saw no one 
address him ; but I heard him say emphatically well, 
well! blessings be to Baltimore, she has one church 
at least, where the Almighty God is not abused by 
the beings he has created.—Pioneer and Visiter. 

CONSISTENCY. 

Dr. Watts, the inimitable poet has said in one of 
his hymns, 

**So let our lips and Lives express, 

The holy gospel we profess. — 

So let our works and virtues shine, 
‘To prove the doctrine all divine.” 

Ifa man truly and sincerely believes in. endless 
misery, how shall his life express that doctrine? In 
what kind of works and virtues will it shine? It is 
a doctrine above all others of partiality and cruelty; 
and aman must be partial and cruel both in his con- 
versation and conduct, if he would let his lips and 
life express that doctrine. Universalists are consist- 
ent with their faith only when they are merciful and 
kind—partialists only when they are partial and 
cruel. We do not wish benevolent partialists to 
change their conduct that it may be consistent with 
their creed; but rather change their creed that it 
may be consistent with their conduct.— Trumpet. 

INDIANA ASSOCIATION. « 

The first Association of Universalists in In- 
diana, met at Rome, Perry county, Indiana, 
on the 5th. day of October, 1832, agreeably to 
adjournment, when the following gentleman 
appeared, and took their seats as members of 
said association, namely, E. B. Maan, Wm. 
Course, John Popham, Jesse Chapel, George 
Ewing, Samuel Hardin, Horatio Sharp, Philip 
Pierce, Abraham Froman, and H. P. Brown. 

SYLLOGISM. 
We copy the following expression of Dr. 


long time, I waked up calm and composed; my | Lansing’s from a late number of the Religious 


|Inquirer. ‘Any man who has two grains of 
sense in his head, would be ashamed to advo- 
cate such an absurd doctrine as Universal Sal- 
vation.” We propose on his own position 
the following syllogism:— 

‘Any one who has two grains of common 
sense in his head would be ashamed to advo- 
cate the doctrine of universal salvation. 

Dr. Lansing is ashamed to advocate the 
doctrine of universal salvation. 


UNIVERSALIST BOOKS. 
gust received and for sale at this office, a tresh sup- 
ply of books among which are the following,— 











Smith on Divine Govern-| Whittemore on the parables. 
ment. |Winchester’s Dialogues. 

1 jDean’s Lectures. 

Balfour’s first Enquiry in-\Latest News from 3 Worlds, 
to the Scriptural import) by R. Streeter, 
of the Greek and Hebrew |Consolatory views of Death. 
words translated hellin the, Hutchinson’s Triumph. 
common English version./Religious proscription. 

Do. reply to Professor Stew-|Dean’s 120 reasons for be- 





consisted of a breast-plate and traces, made of 
an untanned hide of an ox. . At the close ofa 
rainy day, he went to his wood lot, situated 
some forty or fifty rods from his dwelling, for 
the purpose of procuring a load of woed. Af- 
ter having cut a log which he judged might be 
a smart load for his beast, he fastened her to 
one end, set her head towards home, and gave 
her the rein. The old mare continued her 
course till she arrived at his door, when ts his 
surprise, he discovered,that owing to the great 
extensibility of the traces, they hadjstretched 
the whole distance without breaking, or mov- 
ing the load an inch, Throwing down his axe, 





art. ing a Universalist. 
Do. Essays. B. Whittemore’s Review of 
| Do. Second Enquiry. | Mr. Fairchild’s Sermon 
Batlou’s select Sermons. | on the Deity of Christ. 
De. Notes onthe Parables. |S. & R. Streeter’s Hymn 
Do. Treatise on the Atone-| Book, 
ment. W. Skinner’s four Sermons 
Letters to and from Messrs.| on the Doctrine of End- 
Ballou, Kneeland, Butk-} less misery. 
minster and Waiton. Whiitemore’s 100 Argu- 
Whitman’s village Sermons.| ments in favor of Univer- 
Petitpierre on Divine Good-| ism. 
ness. Bell’s Letters to Clark. 
Together with a variety of Sermons on different sub- 
jects. Likewise a few dozen of the Vistror,—*“Be- 
hold I bring you glad tidings of great joy which shall be 
unto all people.” 
Woodstock, March 1833, 
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others, and the well known saying 





























POETRY. 
For the Watchman. 
RELIGION. 
There are times when a sadness will steal o’er the soul, 
Which the heart’s best exertions have no power to 
control ; 


Nor memory, nor friends, can cheer the dark day, 
Even hopes brightest visions seem fading away. 





In seasons like these, is there nothing to cheer ? 
No star to direct in a passage so drear ? 
Yes—Religion in meicy appearshke a friend, 
And points to the haven where sorrows will end. 


Disappointments may come—but her voice whispers 
peace, 

Bids passion subside and all murmuring cease ; 

Teaches calm resignationin afflictions dark hour, 

Draws the soul out in rapture and makes it adore. 


Should sickness attack, she in kindness remains, 
Offers rich consolation, which mitigates pain, 
Reveals the blest promise of a lite beyond this, 
Where the sou! rises higher 1n immortal bliss. 

Nor will death’s solemn hour dissolve the strong tie, 
She has taught us to live, and will teachus to die ; 


When all other sources of comfort shall fail, 
Religion goes with us o’er ‘‘Jordan’s dark vale.”” 


Oh may this kind angel be ever my guide, 

And through future life o’er my actions preside, 

Teach my heart to adore the God ofall grace, 

That life may be tranquil—the end of it peace. L 
Air—**Scots wha hae wi’ Wallace bled,” 

Adapted to Sacred Music—and called Bannockburn. 


Thou whose wide extended sway 

Suns and systems e’er obey! 

Thou our guardian and our stay. 
Grace and truth impart: 

May thy word its pow’r display, 

And thy tove enkindling ray, 

Warm, enlighten, and assay 
Ey’ry waiting heart. 





Thine we are, and humbly we 


Lift the voice and bend the knee; 
Thou art worthy and shalt be 
Ever more adored; 
In prospective, Lord we see 
Jew and Gentile, bond and free, 
Reconciled in Christ to Thee— 
Holy, holy Lord! 
Thou by all shalt be confessed, 
Ever blessing, ever blessed, 
When tothy eternal rest, 
In the courts above, 
Thou shalt bring the sore oppressed; 


Fill each joy desiring broast; 
Make of each a welcome guest, 
At the feast of love! 
When destroying death shall die; 
Hush’d_be every rising sigh; 
Tears be wiped from every eye, 
Never more to fail, 
Then shall praises fill’ the sky, 
And angelic hosts shall cry, 
Holy, Holy Lerd Most High, 
Thouart all in ail! A.C. T. 
ees saws rs =a oar 
A MARVELLOUS STORY. 

Iwas bred up in the dislike ofthe marvel- 
lous, or a stupid wonderful, as my uncle called 
it. I must relate an anecdote ia point. Some 

entlemen were dining together, and relating 
their traveling adventures! one of them dealt 
so much in the marvellous that it. induced an- 
ether to give him a lesson. 

“I was once,” says he, “‘ engaged in a skir- 
mishing partyjin America: I advanced too far, 
was separated from my friends, and saw three 
Indians in pursuit of me; the hororors of the 
tomahawk in the hands of the angry savages 
took possession of my mind. I considered for 
a moment what was to be done; most of us 
love life, and mine was both precious and use- 
ful to my family; I was swift of foot, and fear 
added te my speed. After looking back, for 














_ the country was an open one, I at length per- 


ceived that one of my enemies had outrun the 
of “divide 
and conquer,” occurring to me, I slackened 
my speed and allowed him to come up; we en- 

ed in mutual fury, I hope none here (bow- 


‘mg to his auditors) will doubt the result; ina 





j up; for on looking ba 

















few minutes he lay acorpse at is | -feet. In 
this short space of time, the two Indians had. 
advanced upon me, sol took again to my heels 
—not from cowardice, I can in truth declare— 


but with hope of reaching a Reignboring ‘wood, 
where I knew dwelt atribe friendly to the En- 
glish, this hope, however, I was forced to give 
» [saw one of my pur- 
suers far before the other. 


soon this Indian shared the fate of the first. I 
had now only one enemy to deal with; but I 
felt fatigued, and bearing near the wood,I was 
more desirous to save my own life than to de- 
stroy another of my fellow creatures. I plain- 


ly perceived smoke curling up amongst the 
trees, | redoubled my speed, I prayed to heay- 


en, I felt assured my prayers would be granted 
—but at this moment the yell of the Indian’s 
voice sounded in.my ears—I even thought I 
felt his warm breath—there was no choice—I 


turned round——” Here the gentleman, who 


had related the wonderful stories at first, grew 


impatient past his endurance, he called out, 
‘“‘well, sir, and you killed him also?”?—“‘No, 


sir, he killed me!” 
Chambers’. Edin Jour- 


ANECDOTE OF TWO DUTCHMAN. 
Hans Vanderbelt was a good honest Dutch- 


man, and some years since lived near the Mo- 
hawk river. Hans had for a:long time been 
talking about joining the church, or as he ex- 


pressed it, being taken in upon de church; ac- 
cordingly he took occasion one Sunday to stop 
the parson on his road to church, and commu- 
nicate to him his intention. The Dominie ex- 
pressed great satisfsction, and appointed the 
day forHansto visit him,so that he could exam- 
ine him as to his knowledge of scripture. Du- 
ring service Hans wore a most becoming look 
of gravity, and expressed to some one near him 
that he felt he was an altered man. 

On his road home, Hans fell in with one of 
his neighbors, Yerry Van Cleek. Te Yerry 
he related what had passed between him and 


the Dominie, and they agreed that they would 
go together, and both be taken in upon de 
church. When the appointed day came, Yer- 
ry did not arrive at time, and Hans went off to 
the Dominie’s alone. 

Well, Dominie, said Hans, I have come to 
taken in upon de church. 

Have you studied your Bible, Hans? asked 
the dominie. 

Yaw, replied Hans, from be peginning to 
de end. g 

Well,—how many gods are they? 

How many! why I dont rightly know—dares 
de got of Jacob, and de got of Abraham, and 
de got of Isaac,-and a great many more—a- 
bout twenty altogether. 

You had better study your Bible alittle lon- 
get— I cannet take you in the church yet. 

Hans feft the Dominie, and on his way home 
met Yerry. Turn back, Yerry, yeu can’t get 
be taken in upon de church. 

Why, what’s de matter, Hans? 

Why, de Dominie will ax you somany tings 
what yeu don’t know: new, how many gots be 
there, Yerry? 

Why, one! 

Dunder and blitzen, only one got! Turn 
back, Yerry, you’ll never get taken in upon de 
church wid your one got —why, I toldde Do- 
minie twenty and dat did not satisfy him. 


A Quaker’s Letter to his Watchmaker—I here- 
with send thee my pocket cleck which greatly 
standeth in need of thy friendly correction; the 
last time he was at thy friendly school, he 
was ne ways reformed, or even in the least 
benefited thereby; for I perceive by the index 
of his mind, that ke is a liar,and the truth is 
not in him; that his motions are wavering and 
irregular; that his pulse is sometimes quick; 
which betokeneth not an even temper; at oth- 
er times it waxeth sluggish: notwithstanding I 
frequently urge him; when he should be on ‘his 
duty,as thou knowest his usual name denoteth, 
I find him slumbering and sleeping—or, as the 
vanity of human reason phrases, I catch him 


L.waited for him, 
} recovering my almost exhausted breath, and 

















napping. Hence I am induced to believe he 
is net right in the inward man.—Examine him 
therefore, and proverhim, I beseech thee, thor- 
oughly that thou mayest, by being well acquain- 
ted with his inward frame and disposition, draw 
him from his error of his ways,and show him the 
path wherein hesheould go. It grizves me to 
think, and when I ponder thereon, I am verily 


of opinion that this body is foul, and the whole 
mass is corrupted. Cleanse him thereof with 
thy charming physic, from all pollution,that he 


may vibrate and cireulate according to the 
truth. I will place him-a few'days under thy 
care, and pay for his board as thou requirest 


it. Ido entreat the friend John. to demean 
thyself on this occasion with a right judgment 


according to the gift which is in thee, and prove 
thyself a workman, that need not be ashamed. 
And when thou Jayest the correcting hand on 
him, let it be without passion, lest theu drive 


him to destruction, Do thou regulate his mo- 
tion for the time to come, by the motion of the 
light that ruleth the day, and when thou findeth 
him cenverted from the error of his ways, and 
mere conformable to the above mentioned rules, 
then do send him home, with a just bill of char- 
ges, drawn-out by the spirit of moderation, and 
it shall be sent in the root of all evil to thee. 


A Premium.—A country editor offers to the 
writer the best dun te delinquent subscribers and 
others, a copy of Gov. Hayne’s proclamation, 
framed in red tape. We will give the same. 


Atheis's put on a false courage and alacrity in 


the midst of their darkness and apprehensions; 


like children, who, when they go in the dark will 
sing for fear. 

The venerable James Madison was 83 years 
of age on Tuesday last. He was born on the 
5th of March, 1750, 
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RETURNS, er 

Of Votes for Member of Congress, in this Disses ‘ 
Marcu. , Janvani . 
’ meena earner 
Ev. Hut. Bk. Ey. Hut. Bh. 
Barnard, 60 141 14 22 9 (3 
Bridgwater, 14 105 50 6 £ - 34 
Royalton, 167 88 34 108 23 
Hartland, 219 115 86 320 93 32 
Sharon, 57 81 79 38 22 69 
Pomfret, te Pa: 33 hi 7% iI9 
Bethel, 77 =30 57 93 «(8B 
Windsor, 09 187 29 78 170 14 
Woodstock, 179 305 60 54 276 52 
Plymouth, 102 2 2 30 8 ;1 
Martford, 142 32 23 @ 15 15 
Weathersfield, 157 71 23 92 71 8 
Rochester, 48 81 46 21 39 
Reading, 24 107 40 32 93 4 
Norwich, 48 38 68 23 30 40 
Chelsea, 20 103 188 56 «92. 118 
Randolph, 83 202 34 64 184 9 
Strafford, 87 35 «155 49 46 8 
Vershire, 10 30 74 5 -1l 8 
Williamstown, 52 109 50 49 91 «4 
Washington, 42 335 27 2.9 
Thetford, 78 68 88 65 651 97 
1818 2070 1233 1049 1693 769 
Gain of each, 769 377 464 


{G-Since the above was written we haye received complete 
returns, which give Hutchinson, 2653—Everett, 2194—-Hck, 
1982. At the January ballot Hutchinson’s entire vote was 2063 
—Everett’s 1885—Buck’s 1824—Cushman’s 21§—and 81 scat- 
tering. Hutchinson’s gain, 570—Everett’s 809—Buck’s 658. 
Hutchinson’s present plurality over Everett, 459—Everett’sovee 
Buck, 212. 


UNIVERSALIST BOOKS. 
Gpae following general asso-tment of books have beea 
received and are now offered for sale by the sub- 
scriber,—viz. 
Ballou on Atonement 





Petitpierre on Divine Good 





Do. on the Parables ness 
Do. Select Sermons Universal Damnation and 
Do. Sermons on important; Salvation 


Dean’s Lecturesin Defence 
of the final Restoration 
A series of Lettes in delenes 

of Divine Revelation by 
Modern do do Rev. Hosea Ballou 
Winchchester’s Dialogues |Kneeland’s Lectures on. U- 
Whittemore’s Notes on the; niversal Benevolence 


Doctrinal subjects, 
Balfour’s 1st Inquiry 
Ancient History of Univer- 

salism 





Parables. eget Hymn Book, ‘be- 
Smith on Divine Govern-! ing an excellent collec- 
ment tion of hymns for publie 


Life of Murray and private cevotion 
Also—A general assortment of Sermon’s and Pampk- 
lets on important subjects; and a coyrect portrait of the 
Rev. Hosea Balleu. 
K. HAYVBN. 


Shereham, ¥t. 








